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Analysis and Implications of the Simple View of Reading
Iram Siraj, Geng Zuofei
(Department of Education, University of Oxford, Oxford United Kingdom 0X2 6PY)

Abstract: The simple view of reading that proposes reading comprehension could be largely captured by two
domains: decoding and linguistic comprehension, is a robust theoretical framework for understanding reading de—
velopment. It is widely evidenced that the simple view of reading applies to reading instructions for different lan—
guages and is beneficial for diagnosing children with reading difficulties. However, the constitution of the simple
view of reading has been questioned. For example, research has suggested that there are factors influencing the
children’s reading comprehension in addition to decoding and linguistic comprehension. Also, there is still less a—
greement on the optimal conceptualisation and measures of decoding. Accordingly, this paper aims to critically
analyse the simple view of reading and the implications of this model for how to teach children to read.

Key words: simple view of reading; decoding; linguistic comprehension
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